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“Bugs, Drugs and Goats – how not to plan a career” 

The challenges of keeping livestock: antibiotic resistance 
 

The Annual Lecture by Caroline Manders  
on Monday 26th January 2026  
7.15 for 7.45pm in the Main Hall,  

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, OX13 6TY 
 

Caroline will talk about her career and how she came to work as an 
Associate Professor of Animal Science in the School of Agriculture, Policy 

and Development at Reading University.  

Her research has helped goats in Nepal, beef cattle in Brazil, dairy cows in 
Bangladesh, cattle and poultry in Fiji and young chicks in UK. She has lived 
in Marcham for over 20 years with her husband (John) and their two sons. 



 Photos of our 2025 Christmas Party at All Saints 

The Twelve Days of Christmas for Marcham Society 
OnÊtheÊtwelŌhÊdayÊofÊChristmasÊourÊChairmanÊofferedÊme… 

 

Christmas Dingbats  
Here are links to the twenty questions and the answers: 

https://marchamsociety.org.uk/MarSoc_Christmas_Dingbats_2025.pdf 
https://marchamsociety.org.uk/MarSoc_Christmas_Dingbats_2025_Answers.pdf 

(Links also available on the programme page of the website) 
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Six Maps of Marcham 
Five Ammonites 
Four Coral Rags 
Three Test Pits 
Two Monthly MeeƟngs 
An Email from the Society! 

Twelve NewsleƩers 
Eleven Files to archive 
Ten Walkers walking 
Nine Astronomers gazing 
Eight Lively lectures 
Seven Local visits 



HenryÊVIIIÊwithÊ
hisÊmedicalÊteam 

Paul’sÊwifeÊ
HannahÊ
meeƟngÊ
HenryÊVIII 

PaulÊ
starƟngÊ
hisÊtalk 

 

The Astronomy Meeting held on Wednesday 17th December  
Following the round-up of News and Members Matter images over the last month,  
the main feature of the meeting was the Christmas debate: 
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The next Astronomy meeting is on Wednesday 17th January at 7:30pm 
featuring a talk on “Stars and Stones : Megalithic Alignments” 

TheÊquesƟonÊposedÊforÊthisÊdebateÊwasÊ“How does Santa navigate?” 
-ÊhowÊheÊvisitsÊallÊtheseÊkids,ÊwithÊreindeerÊandÊaÊsleighÊonÊskids. 
AlisonÊspokeÊofÊoldÊfolkloreÊandÊrichÊtradiƟonsÊgoneÊbefore, 
theÊcolourÊofÊhisÊfancyÊcoatÊandÊhowÊhisÊreindeerÊflyÊabout. 
BartleÊexplainedÊhisÊnavigaƟon,ÊbyÊaeronauƟcÊcalculaƟon 
withÊstars,ÊaÊcompass,ÊGPS,ÊweÊwouldn’tÊexpectÊhimÊtoÊtellÊusÊless. 
MyÊpart:ÊtoÊexplainÊhowÊSantaÊClausÊcanÊfitÊdemandsÊofÊphysicsÊlaws 
HisÊraceÊtoÊcoverÊallÊtheÊearthÊisÊaÊfeatÊforÊaÊmanÊofÊsuchÊaÊgirth. 
ToÊdeliverÊtheÊbillionÊgiŌsÊhe’sÊliŌing,ÊneedsÊspeedÊthatÊleadsÊtoÊDoppler-shiŌing. 
InÊretreatÊhisÊcoatÊisÊred,ÊtowardsÊusÊitÊturnsÊgreenÊinstead 
andÊrelaƟvisƟcÊƟmeÊdilaƟonÊslowsÊhisÊage-relatedÊdegeneraƟon. 
But,ÊifÊflyingÊatÊhypersonicÊspeed,ÊatmosphericÊfricƟon’sÊhighÊindeed. 
OverheaƟngÊisÊaÊmajorÊrisk;Êhe’dÊburnÊup,ÊtoastedÊtoÊaÊcrisp. 
Now,ÊhaveÊweÊseenÊhimÊatÊfirstÊhand,ÊwhatÊscienƟficÊevidenceÊstands? 
HisÊpresenceÊseemsÊtoÊflyÊusÊby,Êwe’veÊneverÊseenÊhim,Êthat’sÊnoÊlie. 
InÊphysicsÊterms,Êit’sÊƟmeÊtoÊtwigÊ–Êhe’sÊaÊMacroscopicÊQuantum…thingamajig! 
HeÊmayÊbeÊkind,ÊheÊmayÊbeÊold,ÊbutÊcoherenceÊmeansÊheÊmustÊstayÊcold. 
HenceÊaÊveryÊneedfulÊtacƟc,ÊtoÊresideÊinÊtheÊfreezingÊPolarÊArcƟc. 
HisÊpresenceÊspansÊacrossÊtheÊworld,ÊthroughÊƟmeÊandÊspaceÊhisÊsleighÊisÊwhirled 
ItÊpenetratesÊthroughÊsolidÊwalls,ÊforgetÊtheÊchimney,ÊnoÊsootÊfalls. 
ButÊifÊyouÊseeÊhim,ÊwhatÊdisaster,ÊhisÊwavefuncƟonÊcollapsesÊlikeÊlathÊandÊplaster. 
He’sÊeverywhereÊthroughoutÊtheÊnight,ÊthatÊexplanaƟonÊmustÊbeÊright. 
So,ÊhowÊdoesÊSantaÊnavigate?ÊThroughÊaÊuniversalÊquantumÊstate! 
TheyÊseekÊhimÊhere,ÊtheyÊseekÊhimÊthere,ÊtheÊphysicsÊsaysÊhe’sÊeverywhere 
IsÊheÊinÊheaven,ÊisÊheÊinÊhell?Ê-ÊthatÊelusiveÊquantumÊSanta-rnel! 
FinallyÊlet’sÊhopeÊthat…inÊhisÊquantumÊleapsÊthroughÊspaceÊandÊrhyme,Ê 
SantaÊwillÊsƟllÊbeÊrememberedÊ…ÊforÊaÊveryÊlongÊƟme! ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊJim Asher astronomy@marchamsociety.org.uk 
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The 2026 programme 
Unless otherwise announced, talks will take place in the Main Hall 

at the Marcham Centre. Doors open at 7.15 for 7.45pm start. 

January 

Thursday 8th:   Midweek Walk  from Harwell 12.30 (see below) 

Thursday 15th :   Guided tour of Hook Norton Brewery at 2pm (see below) 

Wednesday 21st:   Astronomy Meeting  7.30pm  Small Hall, Marcham Centre 
    "Stars and Stones: Megalithic Alignments"  
    by Simon Blackmore 

Monday 26th:   “Bugs, Drugs and Goats – how not to plan a career”  
    - the Annual Lecture by Caroline Manders (see page 1) 

Look out also for links, photos and reminders  
on the Marcham Society Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/marchamsociety 

Guided tour of the Hook Norton Brewery OX15 5NY 

Thursday 15th January 2026 at 2pm 
 
 
 
 
 

To attend please email asap: shirley.marsoc@gmail.comÊ 

The next Midweek Walk is planned for Thursday 8th January 2026 
Contact: walks@marchamsociety.org.uk 

 
ForÊtheÊfirstÊwalkÊofÊ2026,ÊonÊThursday,Ê8thÊJanuary,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊeaƟngÊinÊTheÊWhiteÊHart,ÊHighÊ

Street,ÊHarwell,ÊOX11Ê0EHÊ(SU493894)ÊatÊ12.30ÊandÊwalkingÊatÊ13.30.ÊThisÊwillÊbeÊshorƟshÊwalk,Êal-
lowingÊforÊtheÊsƟllÊearlyÊsunsetÊtowardsÊHagbourneÊHillÊandÊreturningÊviaÊtheÊWinaway.Ê 


