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Our next talk in the Marcham Centre 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/oxfordshire-buckinghamshire-berkshire/buscot-
and-coleshill-estates 

 
"Coleshill: Nerve Centre of British Resistance" 

A talk by Gillian Cane 
 

Monday 24th February 2025 at 7.15 for 7.45pm in the Main Hall, 
Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, OX13 6TY 

 
Coleshill is now owned and managed by the 
NaƟonal Trust.  Today it is a very beauƟful and 
peaceful spot in the Oxfordshire countryside.  
But it is here that you can sƟll see the 
Guardroom where, during WW2, recruits were 
greeted for their training to become saboteurs 
who would help to slow down an invasion of 
the country by the Germans.  
Coleshill House was the headquarters of this 
top-secret operaƟon which trained and 
coordinated as many as ten thousand men 
dispersed around the country who would secretly go into acƟon at a moment’s noƟce.  It was in 
effect a suicide mission. Those connected with this secret movement, mostly went to their 
graves never having told a soul of their courage and willingness to do something quite 
extraordinary.  Now their story can be told. 
 
Gillian Cane lives in Oxfordshire with her husband and lively labradoodle. Her love of history 
which she studied at university, and her later experience as an Army officer, (she was the first 
woman to serve with The Royal Green Jackets), led her to appreciate the stories she heard about 
the bravery of those connected with the history of Coleshill. 
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THE BELL 
INN 

at   
Crowmarsh 

Gifford 
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After the usual monthly round-up of news and sightings, we had a talk from Prof Andy Bunker 

(Oxford Physics) about “The James Webb Space Telescope at the Edge of the Universe - 
seeing the most distant galaxies yet”. 
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The Link to the WYSE website : www.wyse-ngo.org 

 
"World Youth Service and Enterprise Charity" 

 
a talk by Dr Andrew McDowell 

 
In this year’s Annual Lecture, Andrew McDowell talked about his role with WYSE 
International, describing the rationale for the work, the activities of the charity, and some 
examples of its work to support emerging leaders around the world for positive global 
change.   

Andrew is a psychologist, coach and leadership professional with more than 30 years 
experience working in the private, public and humanitarian sectors. He is also the pro-
bono CEO of WYSE International, a global leadership charity that is affiliated with the 
United Nations. Andrew and his family are recent arrivals in the Marcham Priory and in 
our community. 



 

CORAL RAG 13 

Marcham Archaeology 

To celebrate the 30th year of the Marcham Society, we would like to 
publish a further volume,  Coral Rag 13. We have a few articles already 

submitted but we would like to invite the members to write a contribution 
that involves the natural history, the past or more recent history of the 

village or its parish. 
 

We would hope to review and collate articles by the end of February with 
the plan to be in print by Summer 2025. If you have a suggestion or an 

interest in writing a short piece in future, please contact: 
 

Sheila Tilley: sheilajtilley@gmail.com  
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TEST PITS IN MARCHAM 
Oxford University Department of Continuing Education 

(OUDCE) 
 
Following the recent Marcham Society talk by Jane 
Harrison on the Excavations in the village of 
Besselsleigh, we have been asked if a similar exploration 
would be possible in Marcham as it would complement 
Jane’s research already done in Besselsleigh and 
Appleton.  
 
Although the excavations at Manor Farm and on Anson 
Field have given us insight into Iron Age and Roman 
occupation there are few finds from other periods on 
record and we would hope to learn more about the 
medieval past of Marcham itself.   
 
This would involve a one metre square test pits dug in 
selected gardens carried out by mature archaeology 
students as part of the OUDCE Certificate in 
Archaeology. The excavations would be supervised by 
professional archaeologists. Clearly we would prefer 
gardens that are situated in the older parts of the village rather than new 
developments where archaeological survey has already been carried out. 

 
If you would be interested in receiving more information or even ‘hosting’ one of these test 

pits in your garden, please let us know by email marchamsociety@gmail.com 

A photo of a 
test pit dug 
in 2022 in 

Besselsleigh 
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Programme 
 

Unless otherwise announced, evening meetings will be 
held in the Main Hall of the Marcham Centre.  

Doors open at 7.15 pm f0r 7.45 pm start. 
===================================== 

2025  

Wednesday 5th February: Trip to the Energy Recovery Facility 
at Ardley 10am (see on the left)  Now Full 

Thursday 13th February: Astronomy Group 7pm 
"Solar missions and the role of RAL" a talk by Richard Harrison 

Monday 24th February: "Coleshill: Nerve Centre of British 
Resistance" a talk by Gillian Cane 

Thursday 13th March: Astronomy Group 7pm 
 "A History of the Calendar - What happened to the Missing Ten 
Days" a talk by Kevin Langley 

Monday 24th March: “A History of Christ’s Hospital, Abingdon” 
a talk by Jackie Smith 

Thursday 10th April: Astronomy Group 7pm (details to follow) 

Monday 28th April:  
"George Owen, Royal Physician" a talk by Paul Whitton 

Thursday 8th May: Astronomy Group 7pm (details to follow) 

Monday 26th May: Members’ Evening (details to follow) 

Monday 23rd June: "Birds of Otmoor."  a talk by Peter Barker 

Saturday 12th July: Members’ Summer Barbecue 

Look out for links, photos and reminders  
on the Marcham Society Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/marchamsociety/ 

Marcham and District News 
MAD News for February and also past issues are available on line: 

https://www.madnews.co.uk/index.php 
If you would like to help with the production of MAD News please 

contact the editor : editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

The next Midweek Walk  
will meet at the George and Dragon, 

Upton OX11 9JJ  

Thursday 6th February 2025 
For more details on this or future walks 

please contact Eric Dunford:  
e.dunford@btinternet.com 

01865 391439 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 5th February 2025:  
A visit to the Energy Recovery Facility  

at Ardley 10am. 

www.viridor.co.uk/energy/energy-recovery-
faciliƟes/ardley-erf 

 

WESTON LIBRARY 
EXHIBITIONS 

Magna Carta 
1215 1225  

The 800th anniversary of the 
definitive issue of Magna Carta 

in 1225  
 

Free, no ticket required 
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/events-exhibitions 

SORRY 
PLACES ALL 

NOW TAKEN! 


