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Boundaries of Marcham, Garford and Frilford
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1830 
Ordnance 
Survey Map of 
The Vale of 
White Horse.
These 
boundaries 
follow Anglo-
Saxon charters



1820 Garford ς fields and farms

9.12 1820 Map 
RBA  D/EX237/P1

This wonderful 1820 Map has been coloured to show 
the different farms and fields at that time. The pattern is 
much older.
In the middle are the four Open Fields: 
Ham Field (closest to the village), Ock Field, 
Cow Lease Field and Moundsil Field 
Each of these contained hundreds of individual ridge 
and furrow strips that are accurately drawn on the map.

In the east, Garford Farm is the light green area. This 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳŜǎƴŜέ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Manor ς Abingdon Abbey and its successors . 
There were 4 smaller farms:
College Farm and Mill Farm in the centre 
Charlock North and Charlock South at the western end
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Archaeological cropmarks in Garford and Frilford
Chapter 2. Early History, Bronze & Iron Ages
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Open field ridge and furrow field patterns covered 
Garford for centuries.
This photo shows one place where it can still be clearly 
seen. Four ridges are visible separated by three furrows 
each flooded with with water in this photo.  The pattern 
was formed when the land was ploughed by an ox team. 

Starting to the left of the ridge, single-bladed ploughs 
turned soil to the right towards the ridge. When the 
plough reached the far end of the strip it turned and came 
back on the other half of the strip, once again turning the 
soil towards the ridge, thereby building up the ridge and 
lowering the furrow. 

Ridge and furrow
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1944 Open field system of farming
This wartime aerial photo of Garford shows ridge and 
furrow strips in almost every field on both sides of Clay 
Lane which runs along the bottom. 
Garford, Marcham and Frilford  lie in the central region 
of England where the open field system was predominant. 
Lǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ άǎǘǊƛǇǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛŘƎŜ 
and furrow patterns. 
Each strip was roughly an acre - the area a team of oxen 
could plough in a day. Each strip was cultivated by the 

same family every year. The strips in Garford are less than 
an acre and many are only half an acre. 
Garford operated a 3-field rotation: 1) winter crops like 
wheat or rye 2) spring crops like barley, oats, or legumes, 
then 3) fallow - giving the soil a break to recover and 
providing grazing for animals who fertilized the land with 
their manure.
Multi -bladed ploughing from WW2 onwards largely 
flattened the actual ridges and furrows.



1381 Poll Tax  
   

ҥ In Latin 
33 taxpayers, 18 male & 
15 female, inGarford.
The first name is "Joh atte 
Ffemuelle". Amazingly, 12 
males were called John 
and 2 females Joanna!!
I estimate the total 
population of Garford was 
80, allowing for those poor 
and under recorded and 
those 14 and under.

        In English   Ҧ
Garford had 33 names, 

Marcham 115, and Frilford 
29. Taking account of males 

under 18 and all females, 
results in populations of 100, 

348 and 88 respectively. 
 

Names of residents in:    
 1641 Protestation Return



1544 Henry VIII sells Garford
Henry VIII acquired the Manor of Garford in 1538  as a 
result of the dissolution of the Monasteries. He alienated it 
όǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƭŘ ƛǘύ с ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ мрппΣ ŦƻǊ ϻнрн 
8s 4d to Richard Aldworth ς
Henry sold "the whole site and capital messuage of our 
ƳŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ DŀǊŦƻǊŘέΦ ! ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƳŜǎǎǳŀƎŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ 
manor house. 
The transfer lists all the things that were sold as part of the 
manor:

Ϧŀƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ōŀǊƴǎΣ ŘƻǾŜŎƻǘǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ΧΦ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎέ
"all .. our lands, meadows, pastures, pasturages, 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ Χ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ 
DŀǊŦƻǊŘέ
"And all kinds of ways, paths, hedges, fences, closes, 
Ǉƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ Χέ
"And all kinds of waters and fisheries and fishings 
ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΦΦέ

In return, Richard Aldworth agreed to provide annually one 
ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ нуǎΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ϻнрн уǎ пŘΦ 

7.6 Right. Close 
up of cartoon 
drawing of Henry 
VIII inside the 
ǎǘȅƭƛǎŜŘ άIέ ƻŦ 
Henricus. 
άGarford�_ is 
under Henry in 
the third line. 
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Right. The document that recorded the transaction. It is a 
ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ tŀǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLέ
The elaborate title is �^�,���v�Œ�]���µ�•���K���š���À�µ�•�������]���'�Œ�����]�������v�P�o�]��έ 
Henry VIII by the grace of God of England.  


